
Introducing St Paul

The man, his mission 

& his writings



Paul’s Missionary Journeys

These slides are intended as an aide to the 

study of the Newsletters. Maps of Paul’s 

Missionary journeys are provided along with 

some historical background to the major towns 

and cities along these journeys.

The first map is of the Roman Empire around 

the time of Paul. The heavy red line defines the 

extent of the empire at that time. The light red 

lines are of the roads through the empire at that 

time. 





Paul the Missionary

1st Missionary Journey

� After his visit to Jerusalem, Paul joined Church in 

Antioch (Syria) 

� Then, together with Barnabas, first missionary journey 

to Cyprus & Asia Minor (modern day Turkey) 

� Began by preaching in the Jewish synagogues, but 

main successes among non-Jewish.

� Focused more directly on Gentiles when opposition 

from Jews became more pronounced



The first journey of St Paul



The first journey of St Paul

Antioch
Ancient city on eastern side of Orontes river. 
Near modern Turkish city of Antakya. 
Founded by Seleucus, general of Alexander 
the Great. Eventually rivalled Alexandria as 
one of the chief city of the near east. 
Considered cradle of Christianity.



The first journey of St Paul

Paul sailed from port of Seleucia 
Pieria to Cyprus. Its ruins lie near 
the modern town of Samandag in 
the Hatay province of Turkey



The first journey of St Paul

Salamis was part of the Roman province of Cilicia. 
Paul landed here before proceeding further on the 
island. Tradition says that Barnabas preached in 
Alexandria and Rome, and was stoned to death at 
Salamis about 61 CE. He is considered the founder 
of the Cypriot Church.   



The first journey of St Paul

Paphos is a coastal city in southwest 
Cyprus. Sergius Paulus, the Roman 
proconsul, was converted after Saul 
rebuked the Sorcerer Elymas. From 
then on he was called Paul, rather 
than Saul



The first journey of St Paul

Antalya is a city on the 
Mediterranean coast of 
southwestern Turkey. 



The first journey of St Paul

Antioch in Pisidia is a city in the 
Turkish Lakes Region. The site 
lies approximately 1 km 
northeast of Yalvaç, the modern 
town of Isparta Province. Paul
gave his first sermon to the 
Gentiles (Acts 13:13–52}, and 
visited the city once on each of 
his missionary journeys.



The first journey of St Paul

Iconium, known as 
Konya today.



The first journey of St Paul

Lystra is mentioned six times in the 
New Testament. Visited a few times 
by Paul, along with Barnabas. The 
present name is "Gökyurt" which is 
a village.



The first journey of St Paul

Derbe is an ancient city in today's 
Turkey. The site of Derbe lies 
north of modern day city of 
Karaman, Turkey. 



The first journey of St Paul

Paul then returns to 
the cities he visited to 
encourage disciples, 
establish churches and 
appoint elders.



Paul the Missionary

2nd Missionary Journey

� Scholars calculate that Paul began a second, more 

extensive, independent journey c.46AD

� Missionary activity in Galatia, Macedonia & Achaia 

(Modern day Greece)

� Established Christian communities in the main urban 

centres he visited in these lands.

� Some 5 yrs later returned to Jerusalem for 1st Council 

of Church.





Tyre is an ancient Phoenician city 
founded in 2750BC and today it is 
the fourth largest city in Lebanon 
and houses one of the nation's 
major ports. 



Sidon is the third-largest city in Lebanon. 
It is located about 40 km north of Tyre and 
40 km south of the capital Beirut. It is a 
city of 200,000 inhabitants mainly of the 
Muslim Sunni, Shiite, and Christian Greek 
Catholic and Maronite.



Tarsus is a city, and a large district, in Mersin Province, 
Turkey. Tarsus has long been an important stop for 
traders, a focal point of many civilisations. Alexander the 
Great passed through with his armies in 333 BC. The 
schools of Tarsus rivaled Athens and Alexandria. Around 
170 BC the library of Tarsus held 200,000 books, 
including a huge collection of scientific works.

Pompey subjected Tarsus to Rome, and it became capital 
of the Roman province of Cilicia, the metropolis where the 
governor resided. In 66 BC, the inhabitants received 
Roman citizenship. It was also here that Cleopatra and 
Mark Antony met. 

Tarsus was the birthplace of Saint Paul. Many martyrs 
were put to death here. At about the end of the tenth 
century, the Armenians established a diocese of their rite, 
which still exists. 



Troas is an ancient Greek city situated on 
the Aegean coast, a little south of modern 
day Tenedos. In Roman times, it was a 
significant port for travelling between 
Anatolia and Europe. Paul sailed for 
Europe for the first time from Troas. The 
city remains a titular see of the Roman 
Catholic Church.



Philippi was a city in eastern Macedonia. The present municipality 
Filippoi is located near the ruins of the ancient city and it is part of the 
periphery of East Macedonia, Greece.

In AD 49 or 50, the city was visited by the apostle Paul. Accompanied 
by Silas, Timothy and possibly Luke, the author of the Acts of the 
Apostles, he preached for the first time on European soil in Philippi and 
baptized Lydia, a purple dye merchant, in a river. His exorcism of a 
demon from a slave girl caused a great uproar in the city, which led to 
their (Paul and Silas) arrest and public beating. An earthquake caused 
their prison to be opened. 



Beroea (or modern day Veria) is a city built 
at the foot of Vermion Mountains in Greece. 
Both Paul and Silas preached there in AD 54 
or 55. 



Paul the Missionary

3rd Missionary Journey

� Started in Antioch, then Ephesus, Macedonia, IIyricum

and Corinth.

� Spent 18mths in Corinth, 2yrs in Ephesus. 

� Scholars believe most of his letters came from this 

period.

� Returned to Jerusalem with proceeds of collection 

taken up to help the poor in the Christian community in 

Jerusalem.





Ephesus: An ancient Greek city on west coast of Anatolia, in the region of 
Ionia during the period known as Classical Greece.The city was famed for 
the Temple of Artemis, one of the seven wonders of the ancient world. 
According to the New Testament, Ephesus became an important center 
for early Christianity from the 50s AD. Paul used it as a base and spent 
there more than two years on his third missionary journey. He became 
embroiled in a dispute with artisans, whose livelihood depended on selling 
the statuettes of Artemis in the Temple of Artemis.The Apostle John died 
at Ephesus about 100 AD at a great age. Ephesus believed to have been 
the last home of Mary, mother of Jesus. 



Thessalonica is Greece's second major 
economic, industrial, commercial and 
political centre, and a major transportation 
hub for the rest of southeastern Europe. 



Athens is the capital of Greece. Athens was a powerful city-state. A 
centre for the arts, learning and philosophy, home of Plato's Academy 
and Aristotle's Lyceum. Athens was also the birthplace of Socrates, 
Pericles, Sophocles and other prominent philosophers, writers and 
politicians of the ancient world. It is referred to as the cradle of Western 
civilization and the birthplace of democracy, due to the impact of its 
cultural and political achievements during the 5th and 4th centuries BC 
on the rest of the then known European continent. During Paul’s first 
missionary journey, Paul gives his speech in the Areopagus; in this 
speech, he tells Athenians that the "Unknown God" to whom they had a 
shrine is in fact known, as the God who had raised Jesus from the dead.



Corinth, is a city in Greece. In antiquity it was a city-state. 
During Paul’s Second Missionary Journey he traveled to Corinth, 
where he settled for three years and where he may have written 
1 Thessalonians which is estimated to have been written in 50 or
51.At Corinth, the "Jews united" and charged Paul with 
"persuading the people to worship God in ways contrary to the 
law"; the proconsul Gallio then judged that it was an internal 
religious dispute and dismissed the charges.



Mytilene is the capital city of Lesbos, a 
Greek island in the Aegean Sea. Paul 
visited Mytilene on the return leg of his 
third missionary journey



Miletus was an ancient city on the western coast 
of Anatolia (what is now Aydin Province, Turkey). 



Patara was a flourishing maritime and commercial city 
on the south-west coast of Lycia on the Mediterranean 

coast of Turkey near the modern small town of 
Gelemiş, in Antalya Province. It is the birth place of St. 
Nicholas. Patara is mentioned in Acts as the place 

where Paul and Luke changed ships. 



Ptolemais is now known as Acre is a city in the 
Western Galilee region of northern Israel. It is 
situated at the northern extremity of Haifa Bay. 



Caesarea is a town in Israel located mid-
way between Tel Aviv and Haifa on the  
Israeli Mediterranean coast. 


